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Mine Name: Rhea Rae Permit number: S0190064
Operator Name: Black Gold Organic Fertilizer Inspection Date: November 19,
2007

Time: 4:20-5:00 PM
Inspector(s): Paul Baker
Other Participants: Todd Andrus. Two other workers were at the site.

Mine Status: Active Weather: Clear, 50s

Elements of Inspection Evaluated Comment  Enforcement
1. Permits, Revisions, Transfer, Bonds

2. Public Safety (shafts, adits, trash, signs, highwalls)

3. Protection of Drainages / Erosion Control

4. Deleterious Material

5. Roads (maintenance, surfacing, dust control, safety)

6. Concurrent Reclamation

7. Backfilling/Grading (trenches, pits, roads,

highwalls, shafts, drill holes)
8. Water Impoundments

9. Soils

10. Revegetation
11. Air Quality
12. Other
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Purpose of Inspection:
This was a routine inspection at a new mine site.

Inspection Summary:
1. Permits, Revisions, Transfer, Bonds

By letter dated November 16, 2007, the Division found the Notice of Intention to Commence Small Mining
Operations complete and approved the reclamation surety for this mine. The surety amount is $20,700.00.

9. Soils

There are various piles of earthen material at the site. Some is in embankments for the two ponds, and one
pile, shown on the left side of Photo 1, I thought might be topsoil. Mr. Andrus told me, however, that this pile
was material they were planning to process and that no soil was saved.

12. Other
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Inspection Date: November 19, 2007; Report Date: December 4, 2007
S0190064

I used a GPS unit to map the disturbed area, and it is 4.16 acres including associated roads. The NOI allows
for 4.23 acres of disturbance.

Some of the facilities include two ponds (Photos 2 and 3), one lined and one not; water bladders (one shown
in Photo 2; I believe there were three); an unconnected pipeline from the upper (lined) pond to the processing
equipment (left center of Photo 7); crushing and screening equipment (Photos 2, 4, and 7); containers of
various oil products (Photo 6); several barrels that the workers called fish eggs but which I believe to be a
resin; and numerous other pieces of processing equipment some ready for use and some simply lying on the
ground.

The workers told me the operator intended to extract gold on site using a “wet” process but that they had had
difficulty handling the material. Most recently, they had simply been crushing, screening, and bagging the
shale for shipment to Texas where further processing could be done. They were trying to work out some of
the problems with this mechanical processing.

I found two places where oil had been spilled. These were not large areas; probably no more than a quart of
oil was spilled at each place.

Conclusions and Recommendations:

I had intended to issue the operator a notice of violation for not salvaging soil, but the operator explained that
the upper layers of material were used to build the embankment for the lower pond. This material is still
available for use in reclamation and, since the pond has not been used, it has not been contaminated.

The operator is considering various options for processing the mined material and may not use the pond at all.
If the pond is to be used, the operator needs to find a way to protect the soil or to replace i¢with soil from
another location. Before using the pond for processing operations, the operator will need to submit an
amendment to the Notice of Intention showing either how the embankment material will be protected or how
this will be replaced. At that point, the Division will need to examine whether the existing reclamation surety
is adequate, especially if soil is borrowed from another area.

The container for the oil products appeared to be marginal for the number of drums and buckets that were in
it. The operator should consider getting another container.

The oil spills need to be cleaned up.

LB
Inspector’s Signature 7/1 ]L7 L . Date: _! 1’( © (0 7

Directions to Site:

Take exit 227 from I-70 near the Colorado border and go to the north side of the freeway. Follow the old
highway for 1.2 miles toward the north and east, turn right and go 1.9 miles to the site. The last few hundred
yards is on a new road created for the mine.

PBB:pb

cc: Darrell Boepple, Operator
Will Stokes, SITLA

Attachments: GPS map and Photos

P:\GROUPS\MINERALS\WP\M019-Grand\S0190064-RheaRae\inspections\ins-11192007.doc




*SIIpPR[q 13)eM 3y} Jo duo pue puod 13m0 Y], T 0I0yd
*vaae Suissadoad ayy sI SIY L ‘p 030Yyd

apdyo03s
[10S € U33q dAeY JYSIw JBYM Ul [BLId)RW JIY}0 OU punoj [ *passadoid
‘puod ‘paurj “aaddn 3y, ‘¢ 0joyqg 3q 03 sem jey) [eridjew jo dfid e st ojoyd siy) Jo 43U 331 Y} Uy | 030y4

L00T ‘¢ 19quada(T :pare( tomo.m $L00T ‘61 19QUIAON ”monQ uornoadsuy
JIZINIdY NUESIQ PIOD NI¥[G ‘$900610S DUIA e LYY
sydeagojoyyg

INAWHOVLLV



*pasn 3urdq 334 jou si jey) yudwdinba ay) jo swog ‘g 0joyd

L00T

3

*BIIR JUIWUIBIUOD [I0 UY ‘9 0}0Y]

NN

 1oquada(q e Hoday £00Z ‘61 JquRAON e uondadsuy
QUIA 9By By

¥900610S
7 9%¢eq



U0,
NZL 8uozZ WLN £Z6L QYN 000999 009999 00Z599 008v99

it wﬁ._ . W:Ea sy weiboid saulp [elduln ——— e ——————
‘siafe| ejep Jo Juswubijesiw 0!._8 Aew OC-—.—-E pue .wﬂo ___o J0 uaising
$8]e0s Jndul pue $80.n0S EYEP JUBJAYIA $801n0saY [enjeN J0 Jdeq
9Jeas Auap A L
| 199} 6Z9 slenba your | 005'L:1
| 1004 a A
—— dNa
529 0 N
auey uoiBuiysem
uenp ueg

9002 @1ep Aiabewi diyN

[T

9BUBYOIBIU| e

peoy panosdwiun ==

peoy piq ey ==

mejeid [ 2oy Aepuoses ——
Bunsxzeid [ | 210y AW s
pepnioxa [ BIN0Y BIEIS

pesesioy [ BUN0Y SN e

pepass [ | SIEISIBMU] s

diysseumo feseu viLs 7] pepesboy [ | U0 —
Henunuiuiod peamsia [ ] pawiepsy T

200N BuluIn g IN}IGNOp UONE0] :Ul| U0 - - - - SUINUON T
slesou olgeles WIE [ | auj uooas —— ouiN m—
$85837 [RJAUIN VLIS gsvcgiuo_uﬁs_oashson—:mghll-l $S300Y N
ealy puog 9ur] 9Bue. JO dIYSUMO | s AIEPUNOE AJUNOD e

dew uo Jeadde aq jou Aew puabaj ul pazijoquifs sway ||y

pusba

0 MEJaId Saloy
0 Bunsix3aid saioy
0 papnjox3 say
0 paseajay saioy

9Ly  peqnusig Seiy [ejoL

220 peginisig saldy peoy

| 0 papaag saiy
| 0 pepelibay saioy
W v6'e paqunisig saioy
| S)a Aq paonpoid depy

100Z/6L/L1 :8)eq uonoadsuj

| INE1S :uelpuBa
| 9g uopoag 3 Gz abuey S g1 diysumo}

IVY-VIHY :oweN auly e e :
*mocm Fw ".—@QE—.—Z wF—_E 000999 009599 002599




